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This was the killer who couldn’t be killed—the two-bit triggerman who 
tommy-gunned his way to the top of New York’s most brutal crime empire! 


~"THERIGEsNp FALLOFLEGS DIAMOND 


It is possible that some future day will face another ‘Legs’ Diamond. | 


If this should happen, the events in this picture should not be forgotten. 
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It is possible that some future day will face 
another ‘Legs’ Diamond. If this should happen, the 
events in this picture should not be forgotten. 


Presented by WARNER BROS. 
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THE MOST VICIOUS HOOD 
IN GANGLAND HISTORY! 
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AWEHENT@AG! There was nobody like him before—or since! 
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It is possible that some future day will face another ‘Legs’ Diamond. 
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IN THE ERA WHEN THE MOB-RATS 
RAN WILD HE WAS THE WILDEST! 
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The whole blistering story of the hood they couldn’t kill—the youngest 
ae ruthless crime boss who ever ran the mobs of New York! 
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In 1926 a young, little-known gangster named Jack ‘Legs’ 
Diamond began operations in and around New York. He made 
himself master of the underworld rub-out. He killed the top 
gang lords and grabbed their racket empires. The legend grew 
that he was unkillable...and that’s when ‘Legs’ Diamond’s 
bloody terror-reign really began! 
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always a girl! 


ALL OF IT! AUTHENTIC! 


The way wz fappemed | | Presented ty WARNER BROS. 
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The mobster who rubbed out the top Written by JOSEPH LANDON « A United States Productions Picture 
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THE KILLER 
WHO TRIGGERED 
THE MOST VICIOUS | 
TERROR-WAR IN 


GANGLAND 
HISTORY! 


“‘The bullet hasn't been made that can kill me!" | 


It is possible that some future day will face 
another ‘Legs’ Diamond. If this should happen, the 
events in this picture should not be forgotten. 


Presented by WARNER BROS. 
starring RAY DANTON: KAREN STEELE: ELAINE STEWART 
Written by JOSEPH LANDON «+ A United States Prod. Picture 
Produced by MILTON SPERLING ~ Directed by BUDD BOETTICHER 


Music by LEONARD ROSENMAN 
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Music by 
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THE CAST 


WARNER BROS. PICTURES 


presents 


“THE RISE AND FALL OF 
LEGS DIAMOND" 


Starring 
RAY DANTON... Legs Diamond 
KAREN STEELE. Alice 
ELAINE STEWART... Monica 
with 
JESoe WHITE Leo Bremer 
SIMON OAKLAND... Lt. Moody 
ROBERT LOWERY... 2 Arnold 
JUDSON: PRATT 3.050020. ox Fats Walsh 
WARREN OATES... Eddie Diamond 
FRANK DE KOVA... Chairman 
GORDON JONES... Sgt. Cassidy 
JOSEPH RUSKIN... Matt Moren 
DIANE CANNON. Dixie 
RICHARD GARDNER... Vince Coll 
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Produced by MILTON SPERLING 
Directed by BUDD BOETTICHER iy 


Bast % a ‘ 


ELAINE STEWART written by JOSEPH LANDON 
A United States Productions Picture 


MAT 103 


THE CREDITS 


Produced by................ MILTON SPERLING 
Associate Producer..LEON CHOOLUCK 
Directed by..22.5. BUDD BOETTICHER 
Written by... JOSEPH LANDON 


Director of Photography 
LUCIEN BALLARD, A.S.C. 


Art Director... JACK POPLIN 
Film Editor.............. FOLMAR BLANGSTED 
Music bys LEONARD ROSENMAN 
Sound by.2 0 0 SAMUEL F. GOODE 


Costumes Designed by 
HOWARD SHOUP 
Set Decorator 
CLARENCE |. STEENSEN 
Dialogue Supervisor 
JACK HALLIDAY 
Makeup Supervisor 


GORDON BAU, S.M.A. 


Assistant Director 


GENE ANDERSON, JR. 


A United States Productions Picture 


eS 
| IN THE ERA WHEN THE MOB-RATS 
RAN WILD HE WAS THE WILDEST! 


AND Ee THE RISE 
ALL 
OFLEGS fi] OF LEGS 
DIAMOND DIAMOND 
Presented ty WARNER BROS, stasans | | Pere? WARNER BROS. sissnvc 
RAY DANTON - KAREN STEELE RAY DANTON: KAREN STEELE 
ELAINE STEWART written ty JosepHt LANDON 


A United States Productions Picture 
Produced by MILTON SPERLING 
Directed by BUDD BOETTICHER 


MAT 102 


From N.S. S. 


Scene Mat 1B Shown on page 10 and 
Mat 2A Shown on page 11 is included 
this Combination Mat. 
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RAY DANTON - KAREN STEELE 


Produced by MILTON SPERLING 
Directed by BUDD BOETTICHER 
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Presen ted by WARNER BROS. ; 
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ELAINE STEWART written by JOSEPH LANDON 
A United States Productions Picture 


1 col. x 25% inches (36 lines) | 
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THE BILLING 


Warner Bros. 


Pictures Presents 


“THE RISE AND FALL 
OF LEGS DIAMOND”’ 


Starring 


RAY DANTON 
KAREN STEELE 
ELAINE STEWART 


with 


JESSE WHITE 
SIMON OAKLAND 
ROBERT LOWERY 
JUDSON PRATT 


Written by 
Joseph Landon 


Music by 


Leonard Rosenman 


A United States Productions 
Picture 
Produced by 
Milton Sperling 


Directed by 
Budd Boetticher 


50%, 
5%/o 


100%, 
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50% 
50%, 
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I5%, 
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25% 


15% 


(See 


Coast-To-Coast Bantam Books Promotion 


Here is the novel, ‘‘The Rise and Fall of Legs Diamond,” 


based on the picture. To aid in the promotion, special 


THE BULLET 


poe bd ' 


rack cards have been prepared and distributed to dealers - " 
: eae 08 THAT CAN KILL ME!” 
enabling them to set up colorful book displays. See the ~ 2 JACK (LEGS) DIAMOND AND FAT E 
promotion check-list below and plan a strong local level — ——=“#R | 
campaign designed to sell the book and tickets to your | Dope, women, needle beet, um-runving, Diack ine: : : 
blackmail, murder, for greed, revenge, or just 4 
engagement. : kieks, these were what Legs Diamond lived for. 


Women adored him. Caps feared him. 
The moat powerful mobsters obeyed him, 
He was king of the rackets. 4 cald.sferocious killer. 


DIAMOND 


1. Arrange point-of-sale displays of books, rack cards, 


movie tie-in stills and posters at all Bantam books outlets. His dramatic career reflects the terror and BY OTIS H. GAYLORD 
excitement of a gaudy, brutal time cnc 
2. Plan eye-catching, full window displays with book, in American life—the Prohibition Era! He was the smoothest, deadliest killer 


of the bloody, gin-drenched Twenties | 
—a novel based on the sensational 
| Warner Brothers picture seeeescee | 


drug and department stores, utilizing 8x10 stills, posters =~ ~~ — . 
READ THE BOOK...SEE THE MOVIE 


THE RISE AND FALL 
3. Run a co-op ad with distributor and/or stores selling OF LEGS DIAMOND © 


the paperback book. Include film credits and your credits. 


and playdate signs. 


A Milton Sperling Production released by 
. ° ‘ : = Warner Brothers Pictures, Inc,, starring Ray Danton 
4. Tie-up with local library. Set up counter displays utiliz- and Karen Steele. Directed hy Budd Boetticher. 


Based on a screenplay by Joseph Landon. 


GacTive SUD Couomnna $851 2 TIVE OMY 3S 


ing stills from the picture. 


5. Set up color display of paperback editions, stills and 
posters in your lobby. 


CROCCO: 85 Gh BS Se KE Bs hah Bet, Sa OCe ee 


EXPLOITIPS 


¢ CRIME WEAPONS DISPLAY. Ask cooperation of local police in setting © WANTED POSTERS, like those displayed in post offices, carry picture of 
up display of weapons confiscated from criminals—guns, knives, black- Ray Danton as Legs Diamond distributed in theatre lobby or on the street 
jacks, brass knuckles. Accompanying sign reads: ‘‘Weapons Like These by pretty girl. 


Used By Legs Diamond and His Gang." 
@ OPENING NIGHT, invite patrons to dress in ‘‘Roaring Twenties’’ garb 


¢ POLICE COMMENTS. Screen picture in advance for local police officials. se age ES Oh 


Reporter on hand for screening asks them for personal views on efforts ® DANCE STUDIOS. Since Karen Steele is a dance instructor in film 


eing made to combat crime and gangsterism. Material forms basis for arrange display of tie-in photos and appropriate copy in local dance 


newspaper article or series in advance of engagement. étodias 


® HEADLINE DISPLAY. Utilize sensational headlines and newspaper clip- ® DISC JOCKEYS. Arrange to have them feature a program of songs from 


pings reporting exposes of crime and the underworld for lobby display “The Legs Diamond Era."’ Most radio station libraries have actual record- 


with suitable stills from film. ings on file made during the late 20's as well as more recent discs of 


© ESSAY CONTEST. Students of journalism at local high school or college ao 
enter competition dealing with the part newspapers play in combatting © SOUND EFFECTS. Play recordings of machine-gun fire and similar sound 
crime. Winning thesis, with photograph of author, appears on front page effects in lobby, together with shouts and screams. These can be borrowed 
of cooperating papers. from local radio station with credit line displayed in lobby. 


For 10 or 20-second ID spots, special 8x10 TV Title Card 
available at no cost directly from Warner Bros. Layout of art 


For Intermissions and Lobby Music FREE 


Warner Bros. Records Suggests: and your theatre name and playdate. 


PAUL DESMOND B-WS 1356 TELO PS i Order from: Soman Plan Editor, Warner Bros. Studios, 


: Burbank, California. 
Ace alto sax with the Dave Brubeck Trio 


and title allows you locally to imprint station identification 


; Contemporary Jazz 


“INSPIRATION”’ W-WS 1343 


By Clint Walker R ADIO FREE | 
His debut album of inspirational songs. TV 
“THE NUN’S STORY”’ B-WS 1306 SPOTS TEASER SPOTS 
Music from the sound track 
‘ One 1-minute and three 20- T RAI LER ; 
One 1-minute and three 20- 


“| GET A BOOT OUT OF YOU” W-WS 1349 second spot announce- 


; ments, all on one record. 
Modern touch of Marty Paich Time is allowed for live tie- Start. the teaser trailer free. 


in. 


second TV spots, available 


several weeks before the Order From 


Order From: 


THADDEUS SUSKI opening of the picture. Ganipoian shan -Scter 
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL PRODUCTIONS Warner Bros. Studios 


WARNER BROS. RECORDS DEALER 124 E. 73rd Street Available FREE at your local Burbank, Calif. 
New York City, N. Y. 


Warner Bros. Exchange. 


Times And Crimes Of Young Mob Lord 
Told In Warner Bros. Explosive Drama 
‘The Rise and Fall of Legs Diamond” 


“The Rise and Fall of Legs Dia- 
mond,” starring Ray Danton, 
Karen Steele, and Elaine Stewart 
is an explosive and highly dra- 
matic picturization of the gangster 
influence in American life during 
the 1920’s and early 1930's. It is 
also a deeply moving story of the 
blind love of a good woman for 
a worthless man. This United States 
Productions picture for Warner 
Bros. open........ atthe. 2 os Theatre. 

Producer Milton Sperling and di- 
rector Budd Boetticher vividly de- 
pict the rise and degeneration of 
notorious gangster, Legs Diamond, 
while at the same time faithfully re- 
flecting a picturesque era. 

Legs was born John Thomas Dia- 
mond in Philadelphia in 1899. His 
talent for dancing won him the 
nickname. As a youth he never held 
a job long and began a life of crime 
at an early age. 

Diamond hit the so-called big- 
time as a bodyguard for an under- 
world leader. From there his rise to 
the upper ranks of gangdom was 
rapid. He was known as a ruthless 
man who would kill his closest 
friends to hold his power over 
gambling, bootlegging and other 
illicit operations. A myth grew up 
about his indestructability. During 
numerous gun battles he stopped 
20 bullets and several times was 
critically wounded. Each time he 
recovered. 


Producer Milton Sperling spent 
many months of pre-production re- 
search into police files and court 
records before beginning the film- 
ing of “Legs.” Sperling, a gentle- 
man well-versed in all phases of 
film making, has won a reputation 
as one of Hollywood’s finest pro- 
ducers. 


A successful writer before becom- 
ing a producer, Sperling still auth- 
ors many of his motion picture 
scripts. Among his production are 
“Marjorie Morningstar,’ “The 
Bramble Bush,” “The Court-Martial 
of Billy Mitchell,” “Distant Drums” 
and “The Enforcer.” 


The direction of “Legs” was en- 
trusted to the expert hands of Budd 
Boetticher who has proven during 
the past few years that he is not 
only a talented, but also a versatile 
young director. 

Boetticher’s own background, 
which includes a year as a torero, 
is as colorful as the films he directs. 
These include “Sen Men From 
Now,” “Bullfighter and the Lady,” 
“East of Sumatra,” “Wings of the 
Hawk” and “Decision at Sundown.” 


Ray Danton becomes a _ full- 
fledged star with his dynamic and 
brutally honest portrayal of Legs 
Diamond, a criminal who learned 
he could attain his goals by inspir- 
ing fear in others through his vio- 
lence. 


Karen Steele Plays Wife Of 
Mobster In Dramatic Film 


MAT-1B 


Karen Steele co-stars with Ray 
Danton and Elaine Stewart in 
“The Rise and Fall of Legs Dia- 
mond,” a United States Produc- 
tions picture for Warner Bros., 
Opening: --7.63 a at-thes.-=2= 
Theatre. 


Gentlemen. Don’t trifle with the 
affections of Karen Steele. She’s a 
crack pistol shot, an expert at judo 
and had training fighting bulls. The 
beautiful actress is currently star- 
ring with Ray Danton in “The Rise 
and Fall of Legs Diamond,” a Unit- 
ed States Productions picture for 


Film-goers will discover that Ka- 
ren Steele has two of Hollywood’s 
shapeliest legs when they see her in 
night club dance numbers in “The 
Rise and Fall of Legs Diamond,” a 
United States Picture for Warner 
Bros., in which she stars with Ray 
Danton. The film opens.................... 
BENS. 3 ee Theatre. 


Cover Girl Actress 


Beautiful Elaine Stewart is a for- 
mer famed Conover model who has 
made good in Hollywood. She ap- 
peared on many magazine covers 
before she was signed to a film con- 
tract. She is currently starring with 
Ray Danton and Karen Steele in 
“The Rise and Fall of Legs Dia- 
mond,” a United States Productions 
picture for Warner Bros., opening 


Though Miss Steele’s gams have 
been kept under wraps in films, 
their extreme pulchritude has been 
admired by sports lovers for some 
time. Her legs were highly efficient 
as well as decorative when they pro- 
pelled her to swimming and tennis 
championships in her native Hono- 
lulu and later in tennis tourneys on 
the mainland. 


In her Hawaiian paradise the ath- 
letic as well as beautiful Miss Steele 
also spent considerable time surf 
boarding, spear fishing, outrigger 
canoeing and ti-leaf sliding. The 
last mentioned activity consists of 
sliding down hill on large ti-leaves. 

When she went to Rollins Col- 
jored in physical education, but one 
lege in Florida, Miss Steele first ma- 
appearance in a college play was 
enough to convince her and her pro- 
fessors that she should be a drama 
major. 


Upon coming to Hollywood Miss 
Steele’s first professional appear- 
ance was on the “Let George Do 
It” radio show. Her sensitive per- 
formance as the girl with in-law 
trouble in “Marty” launched her on 
a motion picture career. Her motion 
pictures have included “Toward 
the Unknown,” in which she played 
James Garner’s wife; “The Shark- 
fighters” opposite Victor Mature; 
and “Westbound” with Randolph 
Scott. She has also starred in nu- 
merous television shows. 


Miss Steele’s symmetrical limbs 
might easily confuse people not fa- 
miliar with the story of “Legs Dia- 
mond.” She’s not playing the title 
role. The role of John Thomas Dia- 
mond, a ruthless gangster of the 
1920’s, better known as Legs Dia- 
mond, is expertly portrayed by Ray 
Danton. 


Underworld Battle 


Some of the most spectacular gun 
battles ever seen in a motion picture 
were staged by director Budd Boet- 
ticher for “The Rise and Fall of 
Legs Diamond,” in which Diamond 
shoots his way to underworld su- 
premacy during the prohibition era. 


Ray Danton and Karen Steele 
star in this United States Produc- 
tions picture for Warner Bros., op- 


Under contract to Warner Bros. 
the ex-New Yorker has been fea- 
tured in “Onionhead,” “Yellowstone 
Kelly” and “Ice Palace” and has had 
leading roles in many of the studios 
TV films. He has proven himself an 
accomplished young actor who can 
handle a wide variety or roles. 

Co-star Karen Steele is a beauti- 
ful young actress who has only been 
waiting for the right role to fully re- 
veal her abilities. The dramatic role 
of the ever loyal Alice, later Mrs. 
Legs Diamond, gives Miss Steele 
this opportunity. It is interesting to 
note that 28 years ago another bea- 
tiful blonde, Jean Harlow, zoomed 
to stardom on the Warner Bros.’ lot 
as the result of her portrayal of a 
gangsters moll with James Cagney 
in “Public Enemy.” 

Miss Steele first attracted atten- 
tion by her sensitive performance 
as the girl with in-law trouble in 
“Marty.” She has since had leading 
roles in “Toward the Unknown,” 
“The Sharkfighters” and “West- 
bound.” 

Elaine Stewart, one of Holly- 
wood’s most glamorous actresses, 
heads the top featured players as 
Monica Drake, girl friend of an 
underworld czar. 


Film Biography Of 
Notorious Mobster 


Ray Danton portrays John Thom- 
as Diamond, the cold-blooded killer 
and notorious gangster of the pro- 
hibition era in “The Rise and Fall 
of Legs Diamond,” a United States 
Productions picture for Warner 
Bros. 

Born in Philadelphia in 1899, 
Diamond was first convicted of bur- 
glary at the age of 15. He never 
remained long in any real job and 
enjoyed spending his nights in 
dance halls where his talent for 
dancing won him the nickname of 
Legs. 

Diamond started to become a big 
shot in the underworld when he was 
hired as a bodyguard for a big- 
time gangster leader. He was ac- 
cused of a variety of crimes—rob- 
bery, murder, narcotics smuggling 
and bootlegging—but managed to 
stay out of jail. In reaching the top 
rung of gangland Diamond built a 
reputation as a man who would kill 
his closest friends to hold his power. 


Danton stars with Karen Steele in 


MAT-iC 


Ray Danton plays the title role 
in “The Rise and Fall of Legs 
Diamond,” United States Pro- 


ductions Picture, for Warner 
Bros., which starts ............-..-..--.- 
al the <3 a. pa eee Theatre. 


Karen Steele and Elaine Stewart 
also star in the film story of 
the notorious gangster of the 
Twenties. 


MAT-2B 


Ray Danton appears in the title role of “The Rise and Fall of Legs 
Diamond,” a United States Productions picture for Warner Bros., 


WRICMEORENS <2 e-- e -eee eee 


Ab-Ihe. 250 ee re Theatre. 


The film biography of the mobster who rubbed out the top gang- 
lords of the ’20’s and built New York’s most brutal vice empire also 
stars Karen Steele and Elaine Stewart. Picture was produced by 
Milton Sperling and directed by Budd Boetticher. 


Actress Invests In 
Booming Real Estate 


Land, not diamonds, is a girl’s 
best friend. An active supporter of 
this theory is beautiful and shapely 
Elaine Stewart who has been salt- 
ing away her film salary in choice 
lots ever since arriving in Holly- 
wood from Montclair, New Jersey, 
six years ago. 


“When I saw how Southern Cali- 
fornia was booming I saved as much 
of my weekly pay as possible and 
bought land in Palm Springs, Mali- 
bu and Ventura County. Real estate 
has not only been a sound invest- 
ment, but also a business in which 
I have become tremendously inter- 
ested. I am fascinated in analyzing 
what will be growth property and 
what will be a bad investment,” she 
declared. 

“At present I am contemplating 
the purchase of land in New Mex- 
ico and as soon as I am able to get 
away I’m going to Hawaii with the 
idea of acquiring acreage in our 


50th state.” 
The actress, currently starring 


‘with Ray Danton and Karen Steele 


in “The Rise and Fall of Legs Dia- 
mond,” a United States Productions 
picture for Warner Bros., opening 
ee at MNO gs. to ease 
Theatre, has also developed a re- 
munerative business from her hob- 
by of interior decorating. During 
the past three years she has bought 
20 homes, redecorated them herself, 
then sold each one at a profit. 

In person or in films the sultry 
Miss Stewart hardly resembles the 
popular conception of the astute 
business woman. Yet in addition to 
being a real estate operator she is a 
keen judge of the stock market 
movements and has also invested in 
some gushing Texas oil wells. 

“I hope that I'll continue to act 
for many years. However, unlike 
some other actresses, I don’t worry 
about the day my career might end. 
I know that I have another profes- 
sion which will keep me busy and 


happy.” 


Ray Danton measures 6'1”, 


the exact height of Legs 
Diamond, the ruthless gangster 
of the 1920’s he portrays in 
“The Rise and Fall of Legs 
Diamond,” a United States Pro- 


ductions picture for Warner 
Bros., coming to the................-.-- 
T VCATEE Ss csc Becg shoes sence 
TR oe Oe A ey ee 


Director's Life As 


Colorful As Films 


The background of Budd Boet- 
ticher is as colorful as the motion 
pictures he directs. He is a former 
football, baseball and basketball 
star, was a Golden Gloves middle- 
weight champion in Chicago and 
light-heavyweight boxing champ of 
Ohio State University. 

After seeing a bull fight in Mex- 
ico City he planned to become a 
torero, trained under the expert tu- 
telage of Lorenzo Garza and had 
28 contests. Boetticher’s knowledge 
of bull fighting gave him his initial 
film break when he was signed as 
technical advisor on “Blood and 
Sand.” 


Boetticher’s latest motion pict- 
ture, “The Rise and Fall of Legs 
Diamond,” a United States Produc- 
tions picture for Warner Bros., star- 
ring Ray Danton and Karen Steele, 


During pre-production _ re- 
search on “The Rise and Fall of 
Legs Diamond” producer Milton 
Sperling discovered that the last 
hideout of the notorious gang- 
ster was across the street from 
the Governor’s Mansion in Al- 
bany, New York. 


Ray Danton and Karen Steele 
star in the United States Pro- 
ductions picture for Warner 
Bros., opening 


The sizzling and dramatic 
performance given by gorgeous 
newcomer Karen Steele as the 
wife of ruthless gangster, Legs 
Diamond, in “The Rise and Fall 
of Legs Diamond” brings to 
mind the fact that 28 years ago 
another beautiful blonde, Jean 
Harlow, zoomed to stardom as 
the result of her portrayal of a 
gangster’s moll with James Cag- 
ney in “Public Enemy.” 


Miss Steele stars with Ray 
Danton and Elaine Stewart in 
the United States Productions 
picture, for Warner Bros., 
which opens 


Actor Works Better When Vicious Gangster 
Relaxed, Says Ray Danton 


If you want to be at your acting 
best, first climb a rope, play a fast 
set of tennis or do some yogi exer- 
cises. In the opinion of Warner 
Bros.’ star Ray Danton a regular 
athletic program helps an actor give 
a more convincing performance. 


As the notorious gangster Legs 
Diamond in the United States Pro- 
ductions picture, “The Rise and 
Fall of Legs Diamond,” Danton is 
required to expend tremendous 
physical energy. However, he’d be 
just as ardent an advocate of exer- 
cise, even if he played an entire film 
in a rocking chair. “Legs Diamond” 


“I’m not a believer in the theory 
that actors should be tense and 
keyed up to give their best. To the 
contrary, a relaxed actor is one who 
is also likely to be a good actor. 
There is nothing like regular physi- 
cal activity to keep one relaxed. “A 
good actor like a fine athlete should 
always be in top physical condi- 
tion,” he explained. 

Danton is no idle spouter of theo- 
ry. He is an active practitioner even 
during the working day. When di- 
rector Budd Boetticher called lunch 
for the “Legs Diamond” company 
Danton remained behind for a half- 
hour of yogi exercises in his dress- 
ing room. 

The actor took up yogi after in- 
juring his leg while playing quarter- 
back for an Army football team at 
Fort Bennington. He couldn’t bend 
the leg when he started yogi exer- 
cises. Now he is practically a con- 
tortionist. 

At Forest Hills High School and 
Horace Mann Prep in New York 


Gangster Tough 
But Well-Dressed 


Karen Steele made the pearl 
ring she wears in an early se- 
quence of “The Rise and Fall of 


Legs Diamond,” in which she 
stars with Ray Danton. In addi- 
tion to making jewelry she is 
skilled in leatherwork and in 
ceramics. 


The United States Productions 


Jack Legs Diamond (Ray Danton) wins a dance contest with dancing 


MAT-1A 


Ray Danton stars in “The Rise 
and Fall of Legs Diamond,” 
United States Productions Pic- 
ture for Warner Bros., due 
ee eee a aaa SP raed Tae Been at the 


Karen Steele and Elaine Stewart 
also star in the film biography 
of the notorious gangster. 


Danton won letters in football, bas- 
ketball, baseball and swimming. 
Now he frequently stops off at a 
gym on the way home from the 
studio for a session of rope climb- 
ing, bag punching and work on the 
parallel bars. 

On week afternoons the most 
likely place to find Ray Danton is 
on the courts of the California Rac- 
quet Club. He’s one of the best ten- 
nis players in Hollywood. 


Large Wardrobe 


Karen Steele got the glamour 
treatment in her role as Mrs. 
Legs Diamond in “The Rise and 
Fall of Legs Diamond,” in which 
she stars with Ray Danton. 

The actress wore 19 dresses de- 
signed by Howard Shoup and 18 
different hairdos created by hair 
stylist, Fritzy LaBarr. The United 
States Productions picture opens.... 


Portrayed In Film 


Legs Diamond, the vicious killer 
and gangland leader who made the 
news headlines in the 1920’s, is be- 
ing realistically portrayed in 1960 
by Ray Danton in “The Rise and 
Fall of Legs Diamond.” 


Danton, dark and an even 6'1” 
like Diamond, became thoroughly 
familiar with the character of the 
gangster during the months of prep- 
aration and filming of the United 
States Productions picture for War- 
ner Bros, which opens...........:..-.--.--- 
la ds ee Sateen ene eae Theatre. 


John Thomas Diamond was born 
in Philadelphia in 1899. As a youth 
he spent much time in dance halls 
where his terpsichorean talent won 
him the nickname of Legs. He was 
first convicted of burglary at the age 
of 15. Later the record of his arrests 
broadened in variety. He became a 
suspected murderer, narcotics smug- 
gler and bootlegger. 


Diamond hit the so-called big- 
time as a bodyguard for a top 
underworld czar. He went on to 
win notoriety as a gangster who 
would kill his closest friends to con- 
solidate his power over the gam- 
bling, bootlegging and other rack- 
ets. 


“Diamond believed he couldn’t 
be killed. When he recovered from 
serious wounds incurred in several 
gangland battles, a myth developed 
about his indestructability. He at- 
tained his goals by inspiring fear in 
others while arrogantly disdaining 
personal fear in the face of danger. 


“The purpose of the motion pic- 
ture, in my opinion, ‘is to show the 
degeneration of one man as well as 
to faithfully reflect a picturesque 
era. Through my portrayal I want 
to create an exciting experience for 
the audience without giving crime 
an aura of glamour.” 


Falling Career 


Want to become an actor? You 
may have to fall out of a three story 
window. That’s what Buzz Henry 
had to do for a scene in “The Life 
and Death of Legs Diamond,” a 
United States Productions picture 
for Warner Bros., in which he plays 
a gangster bumped off by Ray Dan- 
ton. 


Henry had to remove a cast on 
his left hand, injured in a previous 
sequence, to take the fall. The thrill- 
ing picturization of gangland in- 
fluence in the 1920's opens.............. 
EY 11 leg eee Me Sn a Theatre. 


MAT-2A 


Karen Steele and Ray Danton in a scene for “The Rise and Fall 
of Legs Diamond,” United States Productions Picture for Warner 


Bros., which opens -.....-..--..-.-------- 


Bie hose Lee HE-th6« 8s ee 


Theatre. The film story of the notorious New York gangster also 


stars Elaine Stewart. 


Famous Spectator 


Stars are just as anxious to see a 
spectacular scene filmed as any 
tourist. James Garner proved that 
when he left his own “Maverick” 
set to watch director Budd Boet- 
ticher shoot a sequence for “The 
Rise and Fall of Legs Diamond,” in 
which Ray Danton throws a hand 
grenade in a night club. 

Gamer stayed until he saw two 
stunt men, playing gangsters, 
plunge over chairs and tables to 
avoid the hand grenade in one of 
the many action-filled scenes of this 


tiers Chas ce meeees Theatre. 


Milton Sperling’s knowledge of 
shorthand and typing launched 
him on the road to becoming 
one of Hollywood’s top pro- 
ducers. His first job was as sec- 
retary to scenario writer, Don- 
ald Ogden Stewart. Later he 
became executive secretary for 
Darryl Zanuck and then Hal 
Wallis. 

“The Rise and Fall of Legs 
Diamond,” starring Ray Danton 
and Karen Steele, Sperling’s 
latest United States Productions 
picture for Warner Bros., open 
ete ig rh her ee at the 


The Story « « « (NOT FOR PUBLICATION) 


Ray Danton did yogi exercises 
every noon hour during the 
filming of “The Rise and Fall of 
Legs Diamond” at Warner 
Bros. to keep in shape. This 
United States Productions pic- 
ture open 
the 

The star took up yogi after 
injuring his leg while playing 
quarterback for an Army foot- 
ball team at Fort Bennington. 
He couldn’t bend the leg when 
he started yogi exercises. Now 
he is almost a contortionist. 


Actor Was Pin Boy 


For Famous Mobster 


Sid Melton, who plays Little Au- 
gie, mentor of Legs Diamond, in 
“The Rise and Fall of Legs Dia- 
mond,” recalls that at the age of 
eight he set up the pins for the no- 
torious gangster in a bowling alley. 

The actor remembers receiving a 
large tip when Legs concluded his 
game at an alley operated by Mel- 
ton’s father near Acra, New York. 

Ray Danton and Karen Steele 
star in “The Rise and Fall of Legs 
Diamond,” a United States Produc- 
tions picture for Wamer Bros., op- 
QM OMe Se tok ee cee at the 


When the czar is murdered Legs fights ruthlessly to take over control 


teacher Alice Shiffer (Karen Steele), then takes her to a movie. At 11:15 
p.m. Legs excuses himself briefly, steals a necklace from a jewelry store 


adjacent to the theatre and returns to his seat. 


Lt. Moody (Simon Oakland) is questioning all men as they leave the 
theatre. Legs has his alibi in having been with Alice, but later he is 


sent to prison for the robbery. 


After a year Legs is paroled when Alice agrees to give him a job as 
her dancing partner in a night club act. At the end of the parole period 
Legs walks out on Alice to plan another career of crime. This time he vows 


to steal only from fellow law-breakers who can’t call a cop. 


With brother Eddie Diamond (Warren Oates) Legs employs this theory 
successfully by taking worthless jewelry to a fence (Nesdon Booth) and 


forcing him to pay handsomely for it. 


A man with a plan, Legs’ next move is to become associated with a 
notorious underworld czar (Robert Lowery). Legs’ brash manner wins him 
the job of bodyguard to the czar’s top aide as well as the attention of 


the czar’s glamorous girl friend, Monica Drake (Elaine Stewart). 


After Legs miraculously recovers from a sub-machine gun attack he 
brags that he won't be outshot in the future. Under the tutelage of a 
former Army sergeant (Gordon Jones) he becomes expert in the use of all 


types of firearms. 


Legs rises in the czar’s empire to the lucrative assignment of collecting 
vast payoffs on varied illicit operations. His improved financial status also 


enables him to win Monica's favors. 


of the empire from other overlords such as Leo Bremer (Jesse White). 
With his black book Legs aims to collect for himself in the same manner 
he did for the czar. He damages the establishments and roughs up the 


gamblers, bootleggers and other illicit operators who won't pay off. 


Legs is caught in a burst of gun fire by hired killers. Though critically 
wounded he shoots down his assailants, then staggers to Alice’s apartment. 
Again he recovers and marries the forgiving Alice. A legend develops 


in gangdom that Legs is a man who can’t be killed. 


Having intimidated the other underworld leaders Legs decides to enjoy 


a lavish European vacation with Alice. During his absence a new crime 


syndicate has gained control of his interests. They're in no mood to split 


payoffs with Legs. 


Even Alice walks out in the hope of atoning for the sin of once having 
loved him. In desperation Legs calls Monica, who comes to his hotel for 
a supposed rendezvous. Her real reason is to gain revenge and to be well 
paid for it. When Legs is in a deep drunken sleep she leaves with his keys. 
She turns them over to the syndicate. They bump off the man who believed 
he couldn't be killed. 


As Legs’ body is brought from the hotel a teen-age hoodlum shouts con- 
temptuously, “That ain’t him. Nobody can kill Legs Diamond.”’ Lt. Moody 
lifts the sheet and forces the boy to look. ‘‘Take a good look. That’s Legs 


Diamond. Remember it.’’ 


(Running Time: 103 minutes) 
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